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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PBOR, GT, BH, UK 

SUBJECT: BELIZE NEGOTIATIONS - PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE ON THE BELIZE NEGOTIATIONS 
WAS PREPARED FOR USE BY THE DEPARTMENT'S SPOKESMAN ON 
JANUARY 26. HOWEVER, NO QUESTIONS O; THIS ISSUE WERE 
ASKED. 

Q: PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE PRIME MINISTER OF 
BELIZE. GEORGE PRICE, SAYS THAT THE US IS PRESSURING 
BELIZE TO GIVE UP A PART OF ITS TERRITORY IN EXCHANGE FOR 
GUATEMALAN AGREEMENT TO BELIZE'S INDEPENDENCE. DO YOU 
HAVE ANY COMMENT? 
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A: THE US GOVERNMENT'S POLICY IS TO ENCOUFAGE A PEACEFUL 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT ACCEPTABLE TO ALL PARTIES TO THE 
DISPUTE, AND WE HAVE SOUGHT TO BE HELPFUL IN THAT REGARD. 
WE DO NOT FAVOR ANY PARTICULAR FORMULA FOR A SETTLEMENT. 

Q: DID ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN MEET WITH PRIME MINISTER 
PRICE AND GUATEMALAN OFFICIALS? 
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A: YES. HE MET WITH PRIME MINISTER PRICE, AT HIS REQUEST 
LAST WEEK IN MIAMI DURING A CONFERENCE IN THAT CITY ON 
CARIBBEAN AFFAIRS. HE WAS IN GUATEMALA EARLY THIS WEEK 
AS ONE STOP ON A VISIT, PLANNED SIX WEEKS AGO, TO A NUMBER 
OF CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES. WHILE THERE HE TALKED 
WITH PRESIDENT LAUGERUD AND FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA. 

Q: WHAT DID AMBASSADOR TODMAN TELL THEM? 

A: I DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIFICS OF THE CONVERSATION FOR 
YOU, BUT YOU CERTAINLY MAY ASSUME THAT WHAT HE SAID 
TO ALL CONCERNED WAS IN LINE WITH THE POLICY I HAVE 
MENTIONED. 

Q: IS THERE REALLY OIL IN THE REGION THAT MAY GO TO 
GUATEMALA? 

A: WE ARE AWARE THAT THERE HAS BEEN EXPLORATION IN THE 
AREA, BUT WE DO NOT KNOW THAT A NY HAS BEEN FOUND. 

Q: DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT FEEL THAT NEGOTIATIONS HAVE 
BROKEN DOWN? 

A: NO. THE DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT FURTHER TALKS ARE 
PLANNED FOR THE NEAR FUTURE. VANCE 
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